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What is sustainability with respect to integrated 
water management?

What are California’s integrated water 
management sustainability objectives?

What  resource management strategies or policies 
should be implemented in pursuit of objectives? 

How will we know if/when we are on track to 
meeting sustainability objectives? 
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Questions Relevant to the Water Plan 



Water Plan Update 2009 

A Foundation for 
Developing Sustainability Indicators

3



4

Update 2009 – State’s Blueprint
Integrated Water Management & Sustainability
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Strategic Plan Elements
double foldout 12A – 12D

9 Recommendations

13 Objectives & 115+ Actions

10 Guiding Principles

7 Goals

Vision & MissionDesired future for CA water 
& Purpose of Water Plan

Desired outcomes for the 
2050 planning horizon

Core values & philosophies

 Statements of intent
/ Focus on what & when

Removing impediments & 
leveraging opportunities 



Water Plan Update 2013 

Integration of
Sustainability Indicators
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Water Plan Components
With Sustainability Indicator Nexus

 Strategic Plan

 Regional Reports

 Future Scenarios

 Resource Management Strategies

 Companion State Plans

 Update 2013 Finance Plan

 CA Water Management Progress Report
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Strategic Plan
Relevance to Sustainability Indicators
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 Update 2009 Strategic Plan informed Update 2013 
sustainability work plan and priorities

 Update 2009 includes 13 objectives; all of which are related to 
sustainably managing water-related resources

 High-level  sustainability policy 
recommendations will be 
published in Update 2013 
Strategic Plan



Regional Reports
Relevance to Sustainability Indicators
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 Articulation of information, data, 
challenges, opportunities and 
regional resource management 
objectives

 Resource management conditions, 
challenges, proposals and priorities 
will be described in regional reports

 Ensure regionally relevant solutions



Water Plan Update Future Scenarios
Relevance to Sustainability Indicators
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 Multiple plausible sets of future conditions that can affect the 
necessity for (and performance of) management strategies

 Used to assess 
trade-offs and 
resiliency of 
resource 
management 
strategy packages to 
guide action and 
policy 
recommendations



Water Plan Update Resource Management Strategies
Relevance to Sustainability Indicators

 Menu of options for achieving sustainability objectives



State and Federal Companion Plans
Relevance to Sustainability Indicators

 Coordination and 
consolidation of state actions 
and policies that relate to 
sustainability

 Aligning sustainability 
indicators can support 
common performance 
tracking method/language

 Water Plan process engages 
30 State agencies



Finance Planning
Relevance to Sustainability Indicators

“Determine values for economic, environmental, 
and social benefits, costs, and tradeoffs to base 

investment decisions on sustainability 
indicators.”

- One of the Guiding Principles of Water Plan Update 2009-



Finance Planning
Relevance to Sustainability Indicators

 Update 2013 will include a new financial planning 
feature that will report on the costs and finance 
recommendations  for achieving sustainability 
objectives



Water Management Progress Report
Relevance to Sustainability Indicators

 Update 2013 will report on whether , and to what 
extent, Update 2009 recommendations are being 
implemented

 Update 2018 and beyond; 
will seek to integrate 
measureable indicators to 
track whether  targeted 
benefits are actually 
occurring
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Ways to Access Water Plan Information

 Visit the Water Plan Web Portal
www.waterplan.water.ca.gov

 Subscribe to Water Plan eNews
a weekly electronic newsletter

www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/enews

http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/�
http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/enews�
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